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BBA Chapter 2 — Aramaic Vowel Identification

Long - Short - Reduced Vowels - Matres Lectionis

For each vowel form: (1) Vowel Name, (2) Class (Long/Short/Reduced), (3) Transliteration, (4) Mater Lectionis? (Yes/No),
(5) Notes.

Part A— Long Vowels (1-5)

# Form Vowel Name Class Translit. Mater?  Notes
1 2
2 2
3 2
4 [k}
5 A

Part A— Long Vowels (1-5) — Answer Key

# Form Vowel Name Class Translit. Mater?  Notes
1 2
ad 1 Qamets Long a No Most common long vowel
2 2
ad 1 Tsere Long e No Often has Yod mater
3 2
ad 1 Hireq Gadol Long T Yes — Yod is the mater
4 12
ad 12 Holem Long 0 Yes — Waw above-right of consonant
5 (]
ad 1 Shuruq Long a Yes — Dot in middle of Waw

Part B — Short Vowels (6-10)

# Form Vowel Name Class Translit. Mater?  Notes
6 2
! 3
8 2
9

10 2



)

BBA Chapter 2 — Aramaic Vowel Identification — continued

Part B — Short Vowels (6—10) — Answer Key

page 2

# Form Vowel Name Class Translit. Mater?  Notes
6 1 | |
O a1 Patach Short a No Most common short vowel
7 2 | |
O a1 Seghol Short e No Triangle of three dots
5 1 | |
O a1 Hireq Qatan Short i No No Yod mater
0 | |
O 1 Qamets Hatuph Short [o) No Same sign as Qamets; context determines

10 a | |
| 2 Qibbuts Short u No Three diagonal dots

Part C — Reduced Vowels (11-15)

# Form Vowel Name Class Translit. Notes

192 | | | |
02 | | | |
13 X | | | |
14 X | | | |
15 X | | | |

Part C — Reduced Vowels (11-15) — Answer Key




BBA Chapter 2 — Aramaic Vowel Identification — continued page 3

# Form Vowel Name Class Translit. Notes

192

O a1 Vocal Sheva Reduced ] Brief neutral vowel; opens syllable
02

O a1 Silent Sheva — — Closes syllable; not pronounced
13 X

O x Hateph Patach Reduced a Under gutturals; very brief "ah"

14 X

O x Hateph Seghol Reduced e Under gutturals; very brief "eh"

15 X

O x Hateph Qamets Reduced o] Under gutturals; rare; very brief "oh"

Part D — Matres Lectionis (16-20)

# Form Mater Letter Vowel Notes
16 N2
17 amnd
18 17y
19 (xl
20 N'7X

Part D — Matres Lectionis (16—20) — Answer Key

# Form Mater Letter Vowel Notes

16 N7

O N m (Aleph) a (final) Determined state suffix; Aleph is mater
17 amnd

O any = (Yod) 1 Yod after Hireq = long m

18 7Y

O 7y = (Waw) 0 Waw after Holem dot = long m

19 ]

O a = (Waw) a Shuruq — dot in middle of Waw

20 XDIN

O N7y m (Aleph) a (final) Determined state suffix again
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